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Program Notes
UM EDUCATOR PENS NEW MATH FOR NATION’S MIDDLE SCHOOLS
(Imagine That! Billstein - airs Sunday, May 7, at 9 p.m. on KUFM/KGPR and Monday,
May 8, at 7:33 a.m. on KEMC and at 6:28 p.m. on KGLT.)
MISSOULA -
A University of Montana-Missoula mathematics educator is ready to dump traditional 
middle school math in favor of a new program he’s developed that makes math education 
interesting and hence much more effective. Rick Billstein discusses UM’s STEM Project, Six 
Through Eight Mathematics, on the next episode of Imagine That!, airing Sunday, May 7, on 
KUFM/KGPR, immediately following the St. Louis Symphony.
"The middle school mathematics curriculum as we know it is dead," Billstein says. It s not 
working, and we’ve got to do something different"
Billstein says his new curriculum will involve changes for middle school teachers. The 
teacher was the lecturer, the dispenser of knowledge," he says. "We don’t want that in our 
program. We want the teacher to be the guide on the side." The goal, Billstein says, is to help 
kids learn to communicate, problem solve and think on their own.
Imagine That! is produced as a joint venture between The University of Montana-Missoula 
and Montana State University-Bozeman. The program also airs Monday, May 8, at 7:33 a.m. on 
KEMC and at 6:28 p.m. on KGLT. For more information, call Lilly Tuholske, UM research news 
editor, (406) 243-5547, or Annette Trinity-Stevens, MSU VP for Research Office, (406) 994-5607.
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